
















Few Indianapolis 500 races have been as 
exciting as this year’s, when Dan Wheldon 
took the checkered flag after rookie JR Hil-

debrand crashed on the last turn.
You can relive the entire history of what is 

called “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Hall of Fame 
Museum.

The museum, five miles northwest of down-
town Indianapolis on the speedway grounds, 
houses one of the world’s largest collections of 
racecars, including more than 30 Indy 500 win-
ners. They include:

The Marmon Wasp, which won the first Indy 
500 in 1911 with Ray Harroun at the wheel 

The four cars driven to victory by A.J. Foyt Jr.
The Duesenberg #12 Murphy Special, the 

only car ever to win both the Indianapolis 500 
(1922) and the French Grand Prix at Le Mans 
(1921)

The Borg-Warner Trophy, which honors the 
winner of each Indianapolis 500, is also on 
display. Visitors also can see the equipment and 
methods used to time and score the race. A 
computer presentation explains the progress 
through the years. To feel the excitement of the 
race, you can visit the 48-seat Tony Hulman 
Theater, which offers 20 minutes of rare historic 

footage and Indianapolis 500 
highlights.

Built as a test track for local 
automakers, the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway opened in 1909. 
Two years later, the 2.5-mile oval 
hosted its first 500-mile race. The 
original Hall of Fame Museum 
was built in 1956. In 1987, the 
museum and speedway grounds 
were honored with the designa-
tion of National Historic 
Landmark.

The museum will be open daily 
during the Pumper & Cleaner 
Expo. Bus tours around the 
racetrack are available except when 
the track is in use for testing or 

racing. Visit www.indianapolismotorspeedway.
com/about/35204-Museum.

Delicacy
A favorite winter delight for Hoosiers is hot 

chocolate from South Bend Chocolate Compa-
ny’s Chocolate Café, six blocks from the Con-
vention Center at 20 N. Meridian St. At 
Christmastime, locals like to take their hot 
chocolate and walk around Monument Circle, 
enjoying the Circle of Lights and toy soldiers. 
Visit www.sbchocolate.com. 

Shopping
For downtown shopping in Indianapolis, 

nothing tops Circle Centre, connected to the 
Convention Center via skywalk. Anchored by 
Carson Pirie Scott, the mall offers more than 100 
specialty stores, plus a wide array of restau-
rants. Stores include the Colts Pro Shop, Pacers 
Home Court II, Lane Bryant, Coach and Godiva 
Chocolatier. Favorite dining spots include PF 
Chang’s China Bistro, Ruth’s Chris Steak House 
and the Weber Grill.

Dining
La Revolucion, a new Mexican cantina on 

Fountain Square, serves some of the city’s best 
tacos with a variety of drinks (insiders recommend 
the red chili pepper margarita). The atmosphere 
inside is relaxing. In nice weather, customers can 
take a drink to the outdoor tiki bar in back. The 
restaurant is at 1132 Prospect St., a two-minute cab 
ride from the Convention Center.

Arts/Entertainment
Two blocks from the Convention Center, 

the Eiteljorg Museum contains one of the 
world’s top collections of Native American and 
Western Art and is one of only two such muse-
ums east of the Mississippi. The Mihtohseeni-
onki (The People’s Place) gallery explores 
Indiana’s indigenous peoples – the Delaware, 
Miami and Potawatomi Indians – through rare 
objects, historical photos, and interactive dis-
plays. Other galleries show Native American art 
and artifacts including pottery, basketry, wood-
carvings, beadwork and apparel. The Nina Mason 
Pulliam Education Center offers demonstrations, 
workshops and other hands-on activities. Visit 
www.eiteljorg.org. n
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From the excitement of the Indy 500 to the best tacos in the city, nearby attractions 
add to your visit during the Pumper & Cleaner Expo
By Ted J. Rulseh
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has learned in his career, he 
remains, in his own estimation, 
first and foremost a student. “The 
day I think I know it all is the day I 
take down my shingle,” he says.

Inspections
One of Treinen’s specialties is 

in property transfer, handling what 
are officially known as escrow 
inspections of onsite systems for 
real estate sales. 

“When the housing market was 
strong, I was quite active in both 
inspection and repair design,” he 
says. “Even with the economic 
downturn, I have been quite busy 
with inspections on foreclosures 
and short sales, which I must say 
tend to be more complex and prob-
lematic. Often the house is vacant, 
the weeds are three feet high and 
no one knows anything about the 
system. Sometimes it can be tricky 
to figure out who you’re working for 
and who is paying the bill.”

Many real estate agents and 
lenders have learned they can 
depend on Treinen to provide qual-
ity service and detailed reports, 
and to help when necessary 
through the process if repairs or 
upgrades are needed. 

“When I get a call from a real 
estate agent or system owner, I 
begin with a set list of questions 
about the property and system 
use,” Treinen says. “If I’m lucky, 
the system owner might even have 

maintenance and repair records.” 
The next step is a diligent 

record search of the local health or 
building departments, where he 
hopes to find permit information, 
site and soil reports and, ideally, 
as-built drawings to help find those 
out-of-sight, out-of-mind under-

ground components. By comparing 
the researched records with the cli-
ent information, he learns a lot and 
can identify possible issues before 
even visiting the site.

Select pumpers are part of 
Treinen’s partnership team. “As an 
older retired guy, digging is not on 
the top of my list,” he says. “But I 
have a number of younger, hard-
working pumper friends who not 
only help with the digging, but 
have the equipment to electroni-

cally locate other components, 
such as tanks, distribution boxes 
and lateral ends. 

“Some of them even have video 
line investigation equipment to 

help identify problems like line 
blockages or damaged piping. And 
all the pumpers I work with know 
the importance of both pumping 
and cleaning the tanks I need to 
inspect.”

Solving problems
As part of a network of inde-

pendent practitioners, Treinen calls 
on folks in the know for assistance 
when specialty work is needed. For 
example, his work with a pumper 
in investigating a struggling system 
might reveal a fairly simple fix that 
otherwise could have begun a long 
and unnecessary system repair or 
replacement. 

“I fully support the KISS the-
ory,” Treinen says. “I don’t want to 
see unnecessary, costly work done 
if a simple repair will do the job.” If 
and when he moves into a repair 
design mode, he brings in one of 
his installer backhoe friends, local 
regulators, and percolation techni-
cians to assist with the site and 
soils evaluation. 

“One thing I learned as a regu-
lator is that the folks who special-
ize and are engaged in the same 
type of work every day see things 
that even someone else’s trained 
eye might overlook,” he says. 

Fitting the site
Treinen feels he fills a niche in 

the design world. As a small-busi-
ness operator working from a home 

Onsite consultant Mike Treinen finds 
it rewarding to use his years of experi-
ence and knowledge in volunteer work 
with outside organizations. His volun-
teering began in college, tutoring junior 
high school students in math. After grad-
uating, he spent a year with the Volun-
teers in Service to America (VISTA), 
the “domestic Peace Corps.” There, he 
worked with youth groups and on wel-
fare rights and employment issues.

In 2001, he joined a group of vol-
unteers partnering with an Ecuadorian 
health organization to bring a well and 
clean water to a rural village previously 
hauling contaminated water in buckets, 
leading to increased infant mortality. A 
church provided the pump, pipe and con-
crete, while the village dug the well and 
trenches and built the holding tank and 
water taps. 

Treinen has offered his volunteer 
services to the Sonoma County Land 
Trust, which purchases large properties 

or their development rights and often 
works in partnership with other orga-
nizations. Many of the rural properties 
have septic system issues that need res-
olution.

Last year, Treinen joined Global 
Partners for Development (GPFD) in a 
trip to Uganda and Tanzania to view a 
number of self-help projects. He is now 
raising funds to help expand an earlier 
GPFD Tanzanian water project to serve 
an additional 6,000 people in the district 
of Ngiresi. 

He notes that clean water reduces 
illness and allows women more time to 
care for their families. Adequate water 
means water for bathing and for farm 
animals and gardens. It helps provide 
income for education, clothing and other 
necessities, in a true trickle-down effect. 
Treinen observes, “I can’t say enough 
about how partnering with other folks in 
the industry has enriched my career and 
life in general.”

Variety of Volunteering

(continued)

“As an older retired guy, digging is not on the top of my list. But 
I have a number of younger hard-working pumper friends who 
not only help with the digging, but have the equipment to elec-
tronically locate other components such as tanks, distribution 
boxes and lateral ends.” 
Mike Treinen

Mike Treinen (right) checks the work of Ryan Pearson, owner of Pear-
son Exploration, who installed a mound system in rural western Sonoma 
County.
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Study Finds 
Groundwater Contamination

A shallow groundwater systems 
study by the University of Montana 
Flathead Lake Biological Station 
concluded that rapid population 
growth in the Flathead Basin and 
the proliferation of onsite systems 
could increase risk for groundwater 
contamination.

In Phase 1, researchers sampled 
17 wells for volatile and semi-volatile 
organic compounds. Most samples 
showed contamination, including 
traces of chloroform, arsenic or 
uranium. Acetaminophen, sunscreen, 
insect repellent, and caffeine were 
among the personal-care products 
found.

The complexity of the 
underground water system, and 
particularly its connection to the 
Whitefish and Flathead Rivers, 
makes it difficult to analyze. 
Researchers will expand their 
spotty data in Phase 2, in which 
water samples will be processed at 
a laboratory equipped to detect 
lower levels of contaminants. 

Officials from the Flathead 
City-County Health Department 
and the state Department of 
Environmental Quality noted that 
samples were taken from a small 
group of shallow wells in an area of 
the valley known to be vulnerable 
to seepage from surface and ground 
sources, leaking septic tanks, and 
other pollution sources.

Registered 
Professional Program

Four members of the Ontario 
Onsite Wastewater Association 
were the first to complete the 
voluntary Registered Professional 
Program started by the organization 
under the auspices of the Ministry 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 
The recipients are Dave Ruppert of 
Ruppert Haulage, master installer; 
Jason Steacy of JDS Enterprises, 
level I installer; Jason Rail of Rideau 

Valley Septic Services, advanced 
maintenance provider; and Ray 
Foster of ESSE Environmental, 
level I maintenance provider.

OOWA, authorized agent for 
MMAH, developed training and 
educational programs for installers, 
designers, maintenance/service 
providers, inspectors, and private 
home inspectors. The programs 
will set the standard for the 
industry in the province. Call the 
OOWA office at 905/372-2722 or 
email Denis Orendt at dorendt@
yahoo.ca.

Scholarship Recipients
The Indiana Onsite Wastewater 

Professionals Association awarded 
scholarships to Kyra Hardebeck 
and Joseph Craven. Hardebeck, 
daughter of Ross Hardebeck of  
Precision Builders, is a freshman at 
Purdue University studying organi-
zational leadership and supervi-
sion. Craven, son of Richard Craven 
of McCreary Concrete Products, is 
majoring in business administra-
tion at Indiana University-Purdue 
University Indianapolis. Scholar-
ship applications are at www.
iowpa.org.

Jan. 11-12
Iowa Onsite Waste Water Asso-

ciation Conference, Polk County 
Convention Complex, Des Moines. 
Call Alice Vinsand at 515/225-1051 
or visit www.iowwa.com.

Jan. 16-18
Missouri Smallflows Confer-

ence, University Plaza Hotel and 
Springfield Exposition Center, 
Springfield. 417/739-4100; www.
mosmallflows.org.

Jan. 17-18
Ohio Onsite Wastewater Associ-

ation Conference and Trade Show, 
Hyatt Regency, Columbus. 866/843-
4429; www.ohioonsite.org.

Jan. 19-20
Colorado Professionals for 

Onsite Wastewater Educational 
Conference, PPA Event Center,  
Denver. Visit www.cpow.net.

Jan. 23-24
Pennsylvania Decentralized 

Wastewater Conference and Trade 
Show, Lancaster Marriott and Con-
ference Center, Lancaster. Call Stacy 
Henninger at 717/763-7762 or visit 
www.psma.net.

Jan. 26-28
Alberta Onsite Wastewater 

Management Association Conven-
tion and Trade Show, Mayfield Inn 
and Convention Centre, Edmonton. 
877/489-7471; www.aowma.com.

Jan. 27-28
Wisconsin Onsite Water Recy-

cling Association and Wisconsin 
Liquid Waste Carriers Association 
Joint Convention, Holiday Inn Hotel 
& Suites, Stevens Point. 800/377-
6672; www.wowra.com.

Jan. 30-31
Indiana Onsite Wastewater Pro-

fessionals Association Annual Con-
ference, Camp Camby, Indianapolis. 
317/889-2382; www.iowpa.org.

Feb. 6-9
Onsite Wastewater Professionals 

of Illinois Annual Conference and 
Trade Show, Gateway Conference 
Center, Collinsville. Contact Steve 
Johnson at jswastewatersystems@
mchsi.com.

Feb. 8-9
Utah On-Site Wastewater 

Association Conference. Location to 
be determined. 435/797-3155; 
http://uwrl.usu.edu/partnerships/
training/uowa.html.

Feb. 10
Saskatchewan Onsite Wastewa-

ter Management Association Con-
ference, Radisson Hotel and 
Conference Centre, Saskatoon. 877/ 
489-7471; www.sowma.ca.

Feb. 10-11
Oregon Onsite Wastewater 

Association Conference, Seaside 
Civic and Convention Center, 
Seaside. 541/389-6692; www.o2wa.
org.

Feb. 21-22
Texas On-Site Wastewater Asso-

ciation Conference, Waco Conven-
tion Center, Waco. Call Tim Taylor 
at 888/398-7188 or visit www.
txowa.org.

Feb. 22-24
Kentucky Onsite Wastewater 

Association Conference, Hyatt 
Regency, Louisville. 270/314-7110; 
www.kentuckyonsite.org.

Feb. 27-Mar. 1
Pumper & Cleaner Environ-

mental Expo International, India-
napolis, Ind. Call 800/257-7222 or 
visit www.pumpershow.com.

Alabama
The Alabama Onsite Wastewa-

ter Association and University of 
West Alabama have the Continuing 
Education course at the Livingston 
campus Dec. 1-2. The first day is 
for installers and the second day is 
for pumpers and portable restroom 
operators. Call the training center 
at 205/652-3803 or visit www.
aowatc.uwa.edu.

Connecticut
The Connecticut Onsite Waste-

water Recycling Association is 
holding its Installer School on Jan. 
12, 19, 26, Feb. 2, 9 and 16 with a 
snow date of Feb. 23. The COWRA 
Pumper/Cleaner School is Feb. 16 
with a snow date of Feb. 23. Classes 
are at Wesleyan University, Middle-
town. Call 860/267-1057 or visit 
www.cowra-online.org.

Georgia
The University of Georgia’s Col-

lege of Agriculture & Environmen-
tal Sciences is offering a Contractors 
and Pumpers course on:

By Scottie Dayton

Onsite Installer™ invites your state association to post  
notices and news items in this column. Send contributions 
to editor@onsiteinstaller.com.

TRAINING & EDUCATION

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

•	Jan.	10	–	Hazlehurst
•	 Jan.	17	–	Griffin
Contact the Continuing Educa-

tion Center at 770/229-3477 or 
conteduc@uga.edu.

Minnesota
The University of Minnesota 

Water Resources Center has these 
classes:

•	Dec.	7-8	–	Installer,	Continu-
ing Education, Brainerd

•	Dec.	8	–	Pipelayer	Certifica-
tion, Brainerd

•	Dec.	13-14	–	General	
Continuing Education, 
Mankato

Call Nick Haig at 800/322-
8642 or visit www.septic.umn.edu.

Missouri
The Missouri Smallflows Organi-

zation has these CEU courses:
•	Dec.	6-7	–	Operations	and	

Maintenance, St. Louis
•	Dec.	12	–	Drip	Irrigation,	

Springfield
•	Dec.	13	–	Pumps,	Panels,	and	

Electrical, Springfield
Call Tammy Yelden at 417/739-

4100 or visit www.mosmallflows.org.

Nebraska
The University of Nebraska-

Lincoln Extension has these state-
approved courses:

•	Dec.	8	–	Planning	and	Sizing	
a System, Omaha

•	Dec.	9	–	Operation	and	
Maintenance, Omaha

Call 402/472-9390 or visit 
www.deq.state.ne.us/WasteWat.
nsf/pages/OnsitePDH.

New England
The New England Onsite 

Wastewater Training Center at the 

University of Rhode Island in 
Kingston has these courses:

•	Dec.	1	–	Rhode	Island	
Regulatory Setbacks and 
Buffers

•	Dec.	8	–	Nitrogen	in	the	
Environment and Onsite 
Systems

•	Dec.	15	–	Designing	
Nitrogen Removal 
Technologies 

Call 401/874-5950 or visit 
www.uri.edu/ce/wq. For soil 
courses, call Mark Stolt at 401/874-
2915 or email mstolt@uri.edu.

North Carolina
North Carolina State University 

has these courses at Raleigh unless 
stated otherwise:

•	Dec.	6	–	Inspector	Field	
Practicum, Manteo

•	Dec.	7	–	Basic	System	
Troubleshooting, Manteo

•	Dec.	8	–	Inspector	Field	
Practicum

•	Dec.	14	–	Flow	Equalization	
and Timed Dosing

•	Dec.	15	–	Pump	System	
Design

•	Dec.	16	–	Advanced	Design	
Lab

Call Joni Tanner at 919/513-
1678 or visit www.soil.ncsu.edu/
training.

The North Carolina Pumper 
Group and Portable Toilet Group 
will hold the four-hour septage 
management training and three-
hour land application seminar on 
Dec. 10 in Raleigh. Call Joe 
McClees at 252/249-1097 or visit 
www.ncpumpergroup.org or www.
ncportabletoiletgroup.org. n












